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ON DECK
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CDR Jason C. Kim relieved CAPT Aaron 
Stutzman as commanding officer of 
USS Oklahoma during a ceremony at 
Vista Point on Naval Station Norfolk on 
November 20, 2025

We are just around $200,000 away 
from meeting QuikTrip’s Million Match 
Challenge, thank you to all who have 
contributed!!!.

ATTENTION

Fundraising Progress

Editor

Matt Clement is a 
research scientist at the 
Johns Hopkins Applied 
Physics Laboratory in 
Laurel, MD.  He is a former 
submariner, having served 
on the USS Topeka from 
2012-2015.  He received is 
PhD from the University of 
Oklahoma in 2019.

Updates from the Commissioning 

Committee

Fun Facts
OKLAHOMA’s 
predecessor, the 
famed battleship USS 
OKLAHOMA (BB-37) 
that was lost in 1941 
along with 429 crew 
members, also played 
an important 
historical role in World  
War 1 – being part of the convoy 
that escorted President Wilson to 
France in 1919 for peace talks.

Submarine School
Submariner Term of the Month:

“CHOP”
The “Chop” is a standard, semi-
formal nickname used to refer to the 
ship’s Supply Officer.  The name is 
derived from the “pork-chop like” 
appearance of the Supply Officer’s 
collar insignia:

In a sentence: ”Hey Chop, are we 
going to be able to get any okra at 
our next port call?  I’ve been craving 
fried okra ever since I participated 
in the namesake visit!z”
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Okies,

Over the past several months, our focus 
has remained clear: delivering PCU 
OKLAHOMA to the Fleet on schedule and 
fully ready to serve as a critical national 
asset. The strategic environment demands 
capable, ready submarines, and every 
milestone we achieve brings us closer to 
providing our nation with the undersea 
advantage it relies upon. Timely 
completion is not simply about meeting a 
date on a calendar—it is about ensuring 
combat credibility, strengthening 
deterrence, and reinforcing America’s 
ability to operate wherever our interests 
require.

Maintaining schedule discipline requires 
relentless coordination between the

CAPTAIN’S

shipyard, program leadership, and our crew. Every system installation, 
inspection, and certification is approached with the understanding that delays 
ripple outward—impacting operational availability, force posture, and global 
commitments. By driving accountability and prioritizing readiness at every step, 
we ensure OKLAHOMA enters service prepared to immediately contribute to 
national security objectives.

Equally important is the preparation of the crew who will take this submarine to 
sea. Delivering the platform on time must be matched by delivering a 
warfighting team ready to operate it. Our Sailors are training rigorously, 
qualifying across mission areas, and building the professional competence 
necessary to execute complex undersea operations. A submarine is only as 
capable as the team that operates it, and we are committed to ensuring both 
are ready together.

As we move forward, the mission remains front and center: bring OKLAHOMA 
online as scheduled, fully capable, and ready to defend our nation’s interests 
around the globe. The work being done today directly supports tomorrow’s 
operational success. Our responsibility is clear, and we are fully committed to 
delivering a warship that will answer the call whenever and wherever it is 
needed.

Very respectfully,

CDR Jason Kim

Thundering Bass! Strike Hard!, Strike Fast!
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CONSTRUTION

What she will look like in 2 years!
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In December Newport New Shipbuilding reported that the OKLAHOMA is officially 
pressure hull complete, marking a major milestone for the first Block V Virginia 
class submarine in the fleet.  The Block V boats are being fitted with superior 
electronics and  next-generation silencing technology; making them among the 
most advanced, capable and lethal submarines to ever patrol the seas.  
OKLAHOMA herself is a transitional boat between Block V and Blocks I through IV.  
In particular, subsequent Block V boats – occasionally dubbed “stretch Viriginas” 
– will be fitted with the 64 foot long Virigina Payload Module in the boat’s 
midsection.  The module can hold up to 28 Tomahawk missiles – bringing the 
platform’s total missile payload to 40 – with added flexibility to bring on other 
large diameter payloads.  This capability will be a critical addition to the nation’s 
submarine fleet as the first four Ohio class submarines OHIO, FLORIDA, GEORGIA 
and MICHIGAN – which were converted from ballistic missile submarines (SSBNs) 
to guided missile submarines (SSGNs) capable of carrying up to 154 Tomahawk 
missiles in the late 1990s and critical 2000s – all scheduled to decommission in 
the coming years.  These converted boats have played critical roles for the 
nation over the past 30 years, as the Block V  submarine class – with OKLAHOMA 
in the lead – certainly will as well.

~December 2025 (credit Ashley Cowan/HII)
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AT GLANCE
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In this month’s issue, we compare the Virginia Class of submarines to 
the Shipjack-class, which was in service from 1959-1990

VIRGINIA CLASS

WEB

USS Virginia
Image Credit: General Dynamics EB

Boats in class

Claim to Fame

Armament

Length
Displacement

Reactor

Crew
Control Surfaces

Masts

Sonar Arrays

Best Name in Class
Link in the chain

6 (last retired in 2004)

First to combine control 
room and attack center

6 angled torpedo tubes
251 ft

3569 tons
78 MW Westinghouse S5W
93

Fairwater & Stern planes
First to integrate radar 
system into periscope

BQS-4 Sonar suite
USS Sculpin(SSN 590)
USS Scorpion memorial in 
Little Rock, Arkansas

25 (66 planned)

First with computer 
assisted diving

4 torpedo tube and 12 
vertical launch tubes

377ft
7900 tons

210 MW GE S9G

134
Retractable Bow & Stern

1st with photonics sensors 
instead of periscope 

BQQ-10 Sonar suite
USS Oklahoma (SSN 802)

USS Arkansas (SSN 800)
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USS Sculpin
Image Credit: US Navy
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NEW DROP!!!

Get your OFFICIAL USS 
OKLAHOMA challenge coin 
HERE to add to your 
collection, or as  the perfect 
gift for any Navy vet or Okie!

SHIP’S

Ship’s Store: Continue to check back for NEW ARRIVALS

USS OKLAHOMA Men’s Brooks 
Brothers® Wrinkle-Free Stretch 

Pinpoint Shirt
$75.00

.
$30.00 

USS OKLAHOMA 
Polar Camel 
tumblers in 

black, navy or 
white

$25.00 

USS OKLAHOMA 
clique ballcap.

$25.00 
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